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Tradition 11 "our public relations policy is based on attraction rather
than promotion; we need always maintain personal anonymity at the level
of press, radio, and films."

When dealing with the media, the traditions of
the 12 step programs request that members
maintain anonymity, not so much for their
protection, but for the good of the fellowship

as a whole.

Tradition 11 of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) says,
"Our public relations policy is based on
attraction rather than promotion; we need
always maintain personal anonymity at the level
of press, radio, and films." Al-Anon includes the
addition, "We need guard with special care the
anonymity of all AA members."

Continue this article on the next page!
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Not Using Full Names or Naming Groups
When discussing their personal recovery with the media, members who are
identified by their full names—such as the case of those who are already well
known in the media—should not also identify the specific name of their 12-step
recovery group. If members wish to discuss the benefits of membership in a
specific 12-step group, such as Al-Anon or Alcoholics Anonymous, they then
should not identify themselves except by first name only.
For example, if John Doe uses his full name in an interview, he should not name
his recovery group. He might simply say he is in "a recovery group." If he wants
to discuss AA by name, he should identify himself only as John D.
This anonymity is for the good of the fellowship rather than protecting the
identity of the member. The example is given of a famous athlete or television
personality—a role model for youth—who gets into recovery and announces to
the entire world that AA has saved his life. What happens if that person relapses?
The kids would think AA is useless and be less likely to seek it when they need to
seek sobriety.

Promotion Not Needed

AA member notes that promotion allows outsiders to change the

message, so much so that insiders now hear a different message. The original
message of ""we get better' has become "things get better." Outside institutions
say that it does not matter which 12-step program you go to they are all the same.

Attraction, Not Promotion

The purpose of 12-step groups is for one member to help another and to be
responsible for being the attraction to the program. A member does not cede this
responsibility to a spokesperson or promotion campaign.

"By changing our appearance, how we communicate, dress, and conduct
ourselves in and out of the rooms of AA—that's part of carrying the message also,
to let people see the difference that this design for a living we were given has
worked in our life. When people see the four changes in our life—mental,
emotional, physical, and spiritual—they are attracted. They need no promotion.
This is a program for people who want it. Let's not let others tell us what they
think we are about. Let's just be ready when the suffering alcoholic is ready to
open the door and show him what we are."



Protecting the Anonymity of AA Members

Anonymity is what makes people feel safe to speak what's in their hearts and on
their minds. "The fact that it's based on attraction to me means people can see
the outward change of you due to an inward change in you." "If you know a
particular person drinks because their relative is at a meeting you don't need to
tell it. That's why the anonymity works."
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AA GRAPEVINE TRADITIONS CHECKLIST

Tradition Eleven:

Our public relations policy is based on attraction rather than
promotion; we need always maintain personal anonymity at
the level of press, radio, and films.

1.

2.

Do | sometimes promote AA so fanatically that | make it
seem unattractive?

2. Am | always careful to keep the confidences reposed in
me as an AA member?

3. Am | careful about throwing AA names around—even
within the Fellowship?

4. Am | ashamed of being a recovered, or recovering, alco-
holic?

5. What would AA be like if we were not guided by the ideas
in Tradition Eleven? Where would | be?

6. Is my AA sobriety attractive enough that a sick drunk
would want such a quality for himself?
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Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

Vancouver Area Intergroup of Alcoholics Anonymous
Steering Committee meeting of November 8, 2021

Attendance: Dusty, Leanne, Julie, Laurie, Phil, Michael, Patrick, Dee

Opening: The meeting was opened at 6:00pm with the Serenity Prayer.
Minutes from the October SC meeting were accepted. Minutes from the
October IG meeting were distributed.

Treasury: Please see attached report. Laurie advised that not yet deposited is $614 from the Camas
Group activity. The 2022 forecast is based on historical numbers from both before and during the pan-
demic.

Office: Leanne reported the Camas Group fundraiser in benefit of Intergroup was successful.
Literature is being purchased from Pass It On which has resulted in shipping costs being avoided.

Hotline: Please see attached report. Leanne reported that she has been hearing from AA members
who have been signing up to volunteer and not being contacted from the hotline committee.

Old Business: None

New Business/Guidelines: There was a discussion as how to move through the review process: Take a
vote 1s to adopt the revised guidelines subject to edit and if approved then move through each section in
order. The proposed revisions have been sent to the IG reps in advance with request to review prior to
the IG meeting. CLOSED FOR SC ... OPEN FOR IG

New Business/SC Members: The following positions terms expire 12/31/21. Nominations are taken at
the November and December IG meeting and voting at the December meeting.

Treasurer: Laurie Recording Secretary: Phil

Position 2: Julie Position 3: Patrick
Due to a change in employment Dusty will be resigning as Chair on 12/31/21. Guidelines provide the
Vice Chair, Michael, would assume that position. Michael has agreed to nominations and voting.
CLOSED FOR SC ... OPEN FOR IG

Closing: The meeting was closed at 6:52pm.
Yours in Service,

Phil B.



Intergroup Rep Meeting Minutes

Vancouver Area Intergroup of Alcoholics Anonymous
Intergroup Representatives meeting of November 15, 2021

Attendance: Dusty*, Cornerstone ... Leanne*, office manager ... Steve, Over 55 ...
James, Lighthouse.... Lori, Women’s Daily Supplement ... Tony, Men’s Fireside ...
Julie* (no group) ... Dee™ (no group) Michael, Sunday Solutions ... Phil*, R360very
Amber, Central Group ... Michael*, Welcome Home ......Carey, Hockinson ...

Chris, Cascade ... Kelsey, Cornerstone ... Patrick*, McGillivray Study Group

Robin, Fireside ...Tony, Rock Bottom Recovery ... Bruce*, B&P ...Todd, 1* Shot
Michelle, Ladies by the Lavender ... Emily, Hotline ... Heidi, Minnehaha ...
Laurie*, Sober Uppers ... Greg, District 7

*Steering Committee member

Opening: The meeting was opened at 6:30pm with the Serenity Prayer.
Dusty announced that due to a change in his employment he is resigning as
Chair at the end of the year.

Minutes from the 10/18/2021 IG meeting were accepted.
Minutes from the 11/8/2021 SC meeting were distributed.

Hotline: Attached please see the hotline report and the hotline quarterly meeting
minutes. Emily reported that shifts during the holidays are covered.

It was explained that a program called Twilio appears to be the best answer to the
problem of missed calls. Twilio sends a reminder to volunteers 15 minutes before
their shift, will automatically log in volunteers for their shift and is a low cost program.
Tony who is looking into the program asked for authorization to spend up to $50 in
research/testing (see new business).

Treasury: Attached please see the financial report and 2022 forecast. Laurie reported
that the 5 month average shows $143 per month profit. 2020 tax return was filed
today.

Office: Leanne reported that she has been purchasing literature from an alternate
source and saving on tax and shipping costs.



Intergroup Rep Meeting Minutes
Continued.....

Old Business: None

New Business/District 25: The new district is a virtual-only district which Intergroup has
been requested to serve. Service would require to add a link on the schedule that takes the
user to the virtual schedule. Motion was made and passed to incorporate District 25 as part
of Intergroup. CLOSED

New Business/Guidelines: Revisions to the guidelines were reviewed section by section for
approval. A draft will be provided prior to next month’s IG meeting for acceptance or further
edit. PENDING

New Business/SC Nominations: Nominations were made as follows:

Chair: Laurie ... Recording Secretary: Phil ... Treasurer: Alex ...

Position 2: Julie ....Position 3: Kelsey..... Alex was not able to attend tonight’s meeting
but emailed in advance his interest in the Treasurer position. Additional nominations may
be made at next month’s meeting at which time voting is conducted. PENDING

New Business/Service Positions: Tony was nominated for Webmaster
and Amber for Outreach. PENDING

New Business/Hotline Expense: A motion was made and approved for the Hotline
Committee to expense up to $50 for researching/testing Twilio. CLOSED

Closing: The meeting was closed with the Serenity Prayer at 8:20pm.

Yours in Service,
Phil B.
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Upcoming Events

December 2021
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Archives Corner

-

Hello from Vancouver Archives, which currently serves Districts 7 and 37 of Western Washington Area 72.

The Archives Committee meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. We would love to have you visit our
meeting! There are many service opportunities available.

Our Archivist, Peny D., led the team in setting up the Southwest Washington Jamboree on October 23, 2021. The team
consisted of Archivist Peny, Alternative Archivist Harry, Jeff, Paul, Cindy and John. Set-up involved meeting at our local
repository, loading and unloading at Vancouver Hilton, arranging display for the Jamboree attendees, setting up, break-
ing down and returning items safely to the repository. It was a great experience!

Video of Jamboree Archives display: https://photos.app.goo.gl/SzLcVEb7QD5AsEks5

Again, PLEASE donate your group documents to Archives! Don't throw anything out! We will digitize your records and

physically store and preserve your signs, relics, etc. Upcoming Events:

11/10/21 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Archives Committee Meeting on Zoom

11/14/21 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Group (aka Blue Door) Anniversary with Group
Archives Display.

11/20/21 Scanning at Intergroup Office 1-3:00 p.m.

06/24-26/2022 Pacific Northwest Conference at the Heathman Lodge. Area Archives and Vancouver Archives will
have an Archives room separate from the main room, which will allow for a display of more materials.

Please contact Cindy M. with any questions or comments at: dist7archives@area72aa.org or
call/text: (702) 806-6466

In Service,
Vancouver AA Archives Committee



YOUR SEVENTH TRADITION CONTRIBUTIONS
Carrving Our Message Bevond Your Home Group

Whezn wou or vour heme groug contritates to the Genera] Service Office (G.5.00
your coniribution halps an alecholic aroumd the comer — or aveund the world.
Heare are scme of the wavs that happens:
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1 TheGs.0. Publiskmg Department has cocrdmated manslations of the
Big Book in 70 languages and translations of other A A, Bterature in mere
than 91 languages. Purther translations are constantly m procass.

2 Eachyear G.5.0. staff responds to over 50,000 emails, letters, and
phone calls from A A members suffering zleoholics, profeszionals,
smdents, the press and others interested m A A Thus zccurate and
comsistent information sbout 4.4 3=z provided

9 Staff communications often help someons find loczl A A mestings,
Ik members in zervice, and support the start of 4 & in countries

where there are no A A meetings.
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4 G.S.0. maintains and updanes the aa.org website that averages over 40,000 visits per day.
The website provides informeation about 4 A meluding bow to find A A m their copummity,
znd provides help to members and those secking help with thenr dunking problem, as well as
to familias and friends of reablam drinkers, and professionals.

3 G.S5.0. s Publishing Department publiches and distributes S I —
all & 4. Conference-approved literzture. Approcimately Eéﬁ%‘“ gk K ,
8 millicn books, pamphlats, video and audio products zra B
distributed anmually. Some of this Hterature 15 specifically - :
dasigned for sight- or hearing-impaired members. Box 4-3-0, ' “}-

6 G.5.0. cocrdinates the Lonsrs-Tnternationalists Mesting

naws and notes frem G2.0., 15 published four fimesz a vear
in Englizh, French and Spamizh.
- Corvespondencs Ssrvies (LIM), which 15 often the only link
v toAA for many A A members in remote sreas, homebound,
cr deploved In active military service.




